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Research has been done on what the perfect pastor looks like.
The perfect pastor preaches exactly 15 minutes and is never dull.
He condemns sin, but never embarrasses anyone. He works from
8 AM to midnight and is also the church janitor. He makes $100 a
week, wears good clothes, drives a new car, and gives $80 a week
to the poor. He is 28 years old and has been preaching for
twenty-five years. He is gentle and handsome, loves to work with
teens, and spends many hours with seniors. He makes 15 visits a
day to church families, shut-ins, and the sick, and is always in his
office when needed. He never neglects his family. He is the
perfect pastor that no one has ever met!
While the above description is ridiculous, many people have
unreal expectations of their pastor. Real pastors have strengths
and weaknesses. Biblically, pastors are expected to do three
things:
1. Proclaim the word of God to the people.
(Preaching, teaching, and witnessing.)
2. Minister to the people.
(Visiting sick, counseling, encouraging, weddings, funerals, etc.)
3. Lead the people where God would have them go.
(The pastor and the church seek a vision from God, and he leads
the people to fulfill it.)

Not every pastor is equally strong in every area but must work
effectively in all three to fulfill his ministry. Your pastor that is
coming is not perfect. If you expect perfection, you will be
disappointed. He is coming to lead an imperfect church. But he
is: (1) Called and anointed by God; (2) Sent by God to the church;
(3) Will be used by God to speak truth to the hearers; (4) Will be a
blessing to the body of Christ.

So, what should you and I do? (1) Thank God for the new pastor;
(2) Pray for him and his family. They have powerful enemies;
(3) Follow him as he follows Christ; (4) Get involved. Be a player
not a spectator. As we all work together, God will continue to
bless New Hope Baptist Church.

"And I will give you shepherds after
my own heart, who will guide you
with knowledge and understanding."
JEREMIAH 3:15

"Obey your spiritual leaders, and do
what they say. Their work is to watch
over your souls, and they are
accountable to God. Give them reason
to do this with joy and not with sorrow."
HEBREWS 13:17
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"And so, I plead with you to give your bodies to God
because of all He has done for you. Let them be a living
and holy sacrifice - the kind He will find acceptable.
This is truly the way to worship Him."
ROMANS 12:1

