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I will never forget when I was a student at USF, Tampa, that I met
a young man who believed that at the judgement day God will
weigh a person's good works and his evil works. If he has more
good works than bad works, he would go to heaven. If he has
more evil works than good, he would to to hell. That doctrinal
error has been around a long time. Even in the N.T. people
thought obeying the Law of Moses would get them to heaven. A
recent survey shows that this doctrinal error is still popular today
and people are betting their eternity on it. The Cultural Research
Center at Arizona Christian University did a recent survey of
adults in the U.S.
48% affirmed that "a person who is generally good, or does
enough good works for others, will earn a place in heaven." (note
the word 'earn')
63% said that "having faith matters more than which faith you
have". (it doesn't matter what you believe as long as you believe in
something)
Only 33% affirmed they were Christian because they had
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior.

People continue to try to find new ways to get to heaven that are
contrary to the teaching of the Bible. Jesus said that He is the
only way to the Father (John 14:6), but people want another way,
their way. There are many churches that teach ways to heaven
that are different from the Bible. The vast majority of Americans
want to go to heaven but do it their way. So what should we do?
1. Affirm that faith in Jesus is the only way to have a
relationship with God and go to heaven. (Ephesians 2:8-9)
2. Make sure that our church is teaching the truth of God's
word. It's easy to drift away.
3. In love, help others to understand that faith in Jesus is the
key to salvation. Because of that faith, we do good works, not
to get salvation, but because we are saved.
The young man at USF was on the wrong track. He was following
his feelings instead of the word of God. Most Americans stand in
error with him. We must stand for the truth. It's a matter of life
and death.

For by grace you have been saved
through faith and this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so
that no one may boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9
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