Chris’s COLUMN p. 2
I am continually learning and reminding myself
evangelism is not a spiritual gift it is a spiritual
discipline and it is linked directly to my personal
and private relationship with Christ and the other
spiritual disciplines in my life. We often live as if
the workers are many and the harvest is few but we
know that is not the case. Luke 10.2, “the (spiritual)
harvest is plentiful but it is the workers who are
few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” We
must remember it is God’s harvest and His laborers
are His disciples. The harvest is ready and we need
to be in the fields working not just wandering.
Gospel sharing is one the quickest and most
effective ways to grow as a believer because it
teaches such utter self-discipline and dependence
on the Spirit of God. We must be disciplined
enough to make our conversations fulfill the gospel.
I have not experienced very often a “cold share”
like a stranger in an elevator. I have never met one
who hears the gospel first and it leads to a
conversation about Christ and conversion… I do
not minimize those occurrences, they do occur and
if the Holy Spirit says, “share” then we must or we
are disobedient and should rightly feel the guilt
associated with disobedience.
I feel however, my biggest downfall is not
bringing relational conversations to their natural
gospel conclusion. Sometimes I just get involved in
conversing and fail to share my faith in the natural
flow. I am realizing my evangelism and sensitivity
to sharing does not happen unless I am convinced it
is important to God and my own spiritual growth.
I think too often we bury the spiritual discipline of
evangelism in the ground. And to be honest, the
Lord will not be happy that we did not use what He
has given us because it is primarily dependent on
His Spirit working through an obedient person
One of the best ways to develop a discipline is to
put it into practice. We are the method God uses to
redeem one soul at a time and this is the greatest
joy, in heaven and in our lives. The act of
evangelism brings the dead to life and that is
miraculous and great joy, the greatest joy and joy is
a much stronger motivation than guilt! So start a
conversation and in your conversations be sure to
weave the gospel in. After all, we will talk most
about what is most important to us so may the good
news of Jesus be the most important thing in our
life and may our conversations reflect this
importance. May the gospel truly shine forth in our
lives and may God give you opportunities. I pray
you (and I) will faithfully follow through as faithful
workers in God’s Kingdom harvest.
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WORSHIP GUIDE

SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2018

Morning Worship Service
# 206 Blessed Be the Name
Scripture Reading & Prayer
# 572 I Love to Tell the Story
Reckless Love & Great Are You Lord
Why Do You Think
that Way?
Matt. 9:1-8
# 320 Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus

Evening Worship Service
# 524 We're Marching to Zion
Invocation & Welcome
# 236 Bless That Wonderful Name
# 608 We'll Work Till Jesus Comes
Worship Through Testimonies & Prayer

# 344 Jesus Loves Me
New Covenant Jesus Hebrews 8
& Jeremiah 31
# 450 I Need Thee Every Hour

Chris’s COLUMN
I often feel guilty for not evangelizing as I
should… do you? Many times I feel guilty but
apparently guilt is not always or maybe even often
or perhaps even a few times a motivating enough
factor to get me to share the gospel. I am often
around people for a few minutes, some of whom I
may never see again in my life like the folks in the
elevator yesterday. I saw them for less than 30
seconds, had an opportunity to say hello and ask
them how they were, and while I polished my 30
second testimony in my Evangelism class the
elevator door opened (we only went up 1 floor, 20
feet) and they stepped out. Did I miss an
opportunity? I could have given my testimony,
should I have? Some people would. Would they
think I am crazy? Could I show enough
compassion to make it serious? Should we all be
“gospel-sharing machines”? Have you ever
thought of these things?
Everywhere I go I am continually thinking
about the people I see because over the years I
have become much more sensitive to the spiritual
and eternal needs of people. Everyone lives
forever but the location is what burdens me. I
want to be deliberate with my efforts and my
evangelism but not forced. I want to be sensitive
to people’s needs but not abrasive. I want to
follow the leading of the Holy Spirit not be the
Holy Spirit. I believe there are times when the
Spirit prompts us to expressly share the gospel
and I also believe there are times when we are
called to relationship. Many of the people I meet
with whom I have longer periods of time with are
in hospitals or on the soccer field. Others who I
meet briefly are at gas stations, stores, or at events
or theme parks. I am definitely more comfortable
with a relational approach, those I can be around
for more than 15 minutes, casually striking up a
conversation, testing the spiritual waters by
talking about general things movies, books, kids,
and listening very close to their answers for clues
in their words about their worldview. Others with
whom I see for 5 minutes or less, often in crowds,
I try my best to be courteous and to look for an
“in” for the gospel. I must admit sometimes I
know I should share and the opportunity was
apparent other times I have this awkward feeling,
so I trust that is the Holy Spirit. Sometimes I don’t
share when I should have and those are the
opportunities upon which the guilt strikes. Many
times for me it is because I have never got around
to sharing the gospel because I never worked it
into the conversation. That’s on me.
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1999 State Road 64 East - Wauchula, Florida 33873
(863) 773-2101 - www.newhopewauchula.com
Rev. Christopher M. Bishop - Senior Pastor - 781-5572 (Cell)
Rev. Marc Pollard - Student Pastor - (318) 286-5032 (Cell)
Rev. David E. Radford - Minister of Music - 781-9675 (Cell)
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EASTER APRIL 1st

31

9:30 A.M.

Media Center Open

9:45 A.M.

Sunday School - Education Building

11:00 A.M.

USHERS of the WEEK
Talmadge Albritton
Dewey Bennett
Bill Jernigan
Steve Smith

Morning Worship Service - Sanctuary
Kids’ Church K-5

6:30 P.M.

Evening Worship - Sanctuary
Wednesday

5:00 P.M.

Women’s Bible Study

6:30 P.M.

Wednesday Night Live (TUPOS)
G.A.’s, R.A.’s, Mission Friends - Kids Bldg.
Women’s Bible Study
Prayer Meeting/ Bible Study - Ed. Bldg.
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13
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April 8th– Guest Speaker Mel Heal
Global Outreach Mission
April 22nd—25th—Revival

MAY

Meal Delivery:
Cyndi Fischer

Sundays

Women’s Study…….……....…...…...13

Giving Record
Tithes & Offering …....$7,514.00
Designated……..…..... $2,210.00
Budget Needs/Week ..$7,056.00

24

Meal Delivery:
Linda Smith

5

House & Grounds
Meeting 7PM

Guest Speaker
6pm Stewardship
Mel Heal

Mission Friends (pre-s)................13

Leaders……………….……...….….……15

23

Meal Delivery:
Margaret Bennett

Wednesday Services
Students……………..…………...….....13

17

Meal Delivery:
Helga Shackelford

March 17th

Adult Bible Study……….…..….….....9

SAT

16

29

Corey & Melissa Crider

Sunday Services
Nursery…………..….28
Children’s Church...16
Morning Worship..102
Evening Worship....42

FRI

SPRING BREAK

OUR GOAL: $2,500

March 12-Avery Bunch
Sue Raley
March 14-Adam Bunch
March 17-Katie Henderson

THU

If you’re visiting us for the
first time, we invite you to fill
out a visitor packet in the
pew in front of you and drop
it in the offering plate.
We’re so glad you’re here!

DEACON of the WEEK
March 11-March17

Winston Smith 832-0684
March 18-24

Damon Hughes 781-0679

If you’d like
information on
joining the team
going to Nicaragua
in late July,
See Pastor Marc
Or Pastor Chris

There is no intimacy without proximity and
there is no intimacy without vulnerability.

