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Two correlating stories captured my attention this week 
both of which deal with evil and the pressing problem of 
dealing with evil from a Biblical perspective. Evil actually 
extends not only to the moral world, but also to the natural 
world. When human beings do bad things to one another, 
this is moral evil. But so-called ñnatural disastersò are  
often considered evil as well because of all the suffering 
they cause. Earthquakes, tidal waves, floods, and so forth, 
are all examples of what might be termed ñnatural evilò. 
Our first incident is a natural evil, in Saskatchewan,    
Canada a bus carrying a junior hockey team to a        
championship game (by junior they are 16-22 years of age 
many of whom are at a level just before they get a chance 
at pro hockey). 15 of the travelers, 10 of them players, a 
coach and 2 journalists, were killed in the crash from what 
appears to be ñjust an accidentò, a natural evil which    
tragically occurs in the world in which we live. The   
hockey world is like many sporting communities, a tight 
knit community where you know just about everybody and 
are connected by just a few degrees of separation. Hockey 
is a major part of the Canadian culture so this has an     
impact on many levels for many people. 
 
Across the world another tragic incident occurred which 
has claimed the lives of 42 people. However, this one, a 
moral evil, because it seems they are the victims of a 
chemical attack by their own leaders, President Bashar     
al-Assad and his government of Syria. The New York 
Times reports, these people were ñdead in their homes 
from apparent suffocation, and anti-government activists 
circulated videos of lifeless men, women and children 
sprawled out on floors and in stairwells, many with white 
foam coming from their mouths and nostrils.ò The    
chemical appears to be a form of chlorine. This act is one 
in a long chain of instability also embedded in the culture 
in the area far too deep to get into in this brief article. The 
issue at hand however is moral evil. 
 
Christian tradition has tried to categorize evil into natural 
and moral evils. Natural evil is almost tolerable, we know 
that storms occur, vehicles have accidents, volcanoes erupt 
and people get sick. These are natural occurrences        
everyone must face with no moral action by a human   
being. When these things occur we do not ask which    
human is to blame, though we may ask why. As Christians 
we believe these stem from the fall of humanity in Genesis 
3 into sin and the world is groaning ñunder the weight of 
human sinò (Romans 8). ñ20 For the creation was         
subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the 
will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation 
itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as 
in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.ò In 
the bus accident in Canada there were humans involved, 
and there was likely a mistake made somewhere whether it 
be human or mechanical, but no criminal investigation is 
underway and there seems to be no intent for harm. In a 
few seconds, a whole hockey team was essentially wiped 
out but this event differs from an intentional act of mass 
homicide because of the lack of ñhuman causationò.  

This is moral evil, the fact that another human being acted 
in such a way to harm another human or humans. Syria has 
been in a 7-year civil war and their current  president and 
leadership have been nothing but monsters who have     
allegedly used chemical weapons on their own people 
some 200 times. A chemical weapon is the worst of the 
worst weapons causing catastrophic and horrific deaths. 
This is a moral decision made by humans and  carried out 
by humans to directly murder other humans, a moral evil. 
 
The fundamental difference in dealing with both of these 
events comes down to how we view the world. Christians 
fundamentally believe people are born sinful and without 
the moral guidance of the Bible, and ultimately a saving 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ, every person lacks 
the moral guidance to be, well, moral. Secular worldviews 
predominantly believe people are either good or morally 
neutral so when people do bad things it is   because of   
societal influences. If society is the cause then we must set 
up more moral restrictions or less moral restrictions       
depending on what the issue may be and regulate this 
(guns) or deregulate that (abortion). The main question can 
be simplified to this: Are people born good/neutral or    
bad/sinful? The Christian worldview based on the Bible is   
explicitly clear, people are born sinful and immoral and 
this sin affects society and even stretches into nature.     
Society is immoral and sinful because it is made up of   
sinful people. The Biblical reality is not that something 
cultural happens to us, rather sin actually begins within us. 
So how do we respond? 
 
We must affirm evil exists because sin exists because in an 
act of freedom mankindôs representative Adam chose     
disobedient sin and one sin can, and does, have              
catastrophic consequences. It immediately led to the  moral 
evil of Cain killing Abel. (Note: the worldviews grounded 
in evolution have an impact here on ones   foundation view 
of humankind, again not enough space to discuss this now 
but you can connect those dots.) We also have a solution, 
not to all the temporal problems which sin has caused nor 
to the consequences but to the problem as a whole.       
Considering all the evil in the world, God  really does care 
about us! He cares enough to have sent His Son, Jesus 
Christ, to suffer and die for us. Because of God's great love 
and sacrifice, we now have a way to be reconciled with 
Him through Christ. This does not mean that we will no 
longer suffer in this world, but it does mean that we a hope 
and a purpose in this temporal existence and in eternity. It 
is in evil people, who have no view of God often ask about 
God. It is in evil we can see Godôs goodness and            
restraining hand even though in the emotion of a tragedy it 
is devastating. It is in the evils we must be a people of hope 
who ñhope against hopeò and believe God like Abraham 
did in the ultimate goodness of God even when it may 
seem difficult or improbable. Paul said in Romans 8.18, ñI 
consider that our present  sufferings are not worth        
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in usòé to 
which we must ask ourselves if we are revealing Godôs  
glory sufficiently in our lives to convince other of the hope 
we have in the salvation of Jesus against and above all 
evil? 
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Upcoming opportunities...  

SUNDAY , APRIL 15, 2018 

Morning Worship Service 

# 413 Faith Is the Victory 

Scripture Reading & Prayer 

Rolled Back Stone - Choir 

# 406 The Solid Rock 

This Is Amazing Grace  

& Reckless Love 

Rʠʧʤʢʤʪʰʮ Eʡʡʪʭʯ ʪʭ Rʠʞʦʧʠʮʮ Fʜʤʯʣ 
- Mark 6 

# 320 Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus 

Evening Worship Service 

# 42 I Sing the Mighty  

Power of God 

Invocation & Welcome 

# 192 Soon and Very Soon 

# 193 One Day 

 Worship Through Testimonies & Prayer 

# 54 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

wÙěġĈėìĂä ġéÙ LāÁäÙ Ĉã DĈÕ ìĂ aÁĂΥ 

Fʤʩʟ Rʠʮʯ ʤʩ Gʪʟ - Hebrews 4 

# 450 I Need Thee Every Hour 

{ŜŜ 5ŀƴƴȅ ƻǊ DǊŜƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 



1999 State Road 64 East - Wauchula, Florida 33873  

(863) 773 -2101 - www.newhopewauchula.com 
 

Rev. Christopher M. Bishop - Senior Pastor - 781-5572 (Cell) 

Rev. Marc Pollard - Student Pastor - (318) 286-5032 (Cell) 

Rev. David E. Radford - Minister of Music - 781-9675 (Cell) 
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6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

April/May 2018 

 

WEEKLY  CAMPUS ACTIVITIES 

Sundays 

    9:30 A.M. Media Center Open 

    9:45 A.M. Sunday School - Education Building 

  11:00 A.M. Morning Worship Service - Sanctuary 

  Kidsô Church   K-5 

    6:30  P.M. Evening Worship - Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday 

    5:00 P.M. Womenôs Bible Study 

    6:30  P.M. Wednesday Night Live (TUPOS)   

  G.A.ôs, R.A.ôs, Mission Friends - Kids Bldg.  

  Womenôs Bible  Study 

    Prayer Meeting/ Bible Study - Ed. Bldg. 
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¢ŀƭƳŀŘƎŜ !ƭōǊƛǧƻƴΣ {ƘŜŜƴŀ .ŜƴōƻǿΣ !ƭŜŎƛŀ IǳƎƘŜǎ 
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Giving Record 

Budget Needs/Week .....$7,056.00 

Tithes & Offering é.......$4,609.19 

Differenceé.ééééé..-$2,446.81 

Designatedéé..éé..... $2,333.25 

 

aŜŀƭ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΥ 

{ǳŜ aŀƴƴŜǊȅ 

aŜŀƭ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΥ 

!ƭƳŀ 5ǳǊǊŀƴŎŜ 

 

aŜŀƭ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΥ 

tŀǳƭƛƴŜ  

IŜƴŘǊƛŎƪǎƻƴ 

.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
aŜŜǝƴƎ 
сΥолǇ 

Sunday Services 

Nurseryééééé...20 

Childrenôs Church...13 

Morning Worship..110 

Evening Worship...41 

 

Wednesday Services 

Adult Bible Studyééé.é..é.é......12 

Studentsééééé..ééééé..é.....17 

GA/RA (elementary)......................25 

Mission Friends (pre-s)é.................8 

Nursery..........................................4 

Womenôs Studyéé.éé....é....é...10 

Leaderséééééé.éé...é.é.éé15 

Totaléééééé...ééé.éé.é......91 

IŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΗ 
!ǇǊƛƭ мт 

wƻǎǎ aŎ/ƭŜƴƛǘƘŀƴ 

!ǇǊƛƭ мф 

.Ǌƛŀƴ YƴƛƎƘǘ 

!ǇǊƛƭ нм 

Wŀƴ tƭŀǧ 

wŀŎƘŜƭ {Ƙŀǿ 

IƻǳǎŜ ϧ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

aŜŜǝƴƎ тta 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǳǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜΣ 

ǿŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ŭƭƭ 

ƻǳǘ  ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ǇŀŎƪŜǘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǿ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 

ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇ ƛǘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ  ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ  

²ŜΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΗ 

 

сǇƳ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ 

aŜŜǝƴƎ 

тǇƳ 5ŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ 

aŜŜǝƴƎ 

April 8-14 

Daniel Moore 781-1565 

April 15-21 

Bobby Calves 381-6921 
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YƻƭŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴ 
aŀǧ /ƘŀǇƳŀƴ 
.ƛƴƪȅ DǊŀƘŀƳ 

REVIVAL    Rev. Robert Roberts 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нмǎǘ   

сǇƳ - CƛǎƘ CǊȅ  
 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ ннƴŘ  
фΥпрŀƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
ммΥллŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
мнΥмрǇƳ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ  

сΥолǇƳ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
 

aƻƴ-²ŜŘΣ !ǇǊƛƭ но-нр 
сΥллǇƳ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 

тΥллǇƳ wŜǾƛǾŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

сΥллǇƳ 

 
5ŀȅ ƻŦ  
tǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
WƻƘŀƴƴŜǎōǳǊƎ 

aŜŀƭ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΥ 
aŀǊȅ!ƴƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ 

s Church...12 

wŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ !Řǳƭǘ  
!ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ  
[ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ 
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